Pulmonary embolism from left subclavian vein thrombus following suprapubic prostatectomy.
Deep venous thrombosis (DVT) of the axillary and subclavian veins accounts for approximately 1-2 percent of all recorded deep venous thrombosis. Pulmonary embolism from an upper extremity DVT has been reported to vary between 2 percent and 35.7 percent. We report the occurrence of a left subclavian vein DVT with subsequent nonfatal pulmonary embolism in a sixty-two-year-old patient twenty-four hours following suprapubic prostatectomy. A review of the literature is presented, along with pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment.